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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 14-35 are allowed. 

2. Claims 1-13 are cancelled. 

3. Applicants’ amendment filed on 1 1/20/2008 has been entered. 

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in a telephone interview with Damian 
Aquino on 12/15/2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 14. (Currently amended) A method for accessing internal memory of a disk controller, 
comprising: 

storing disk controller control data enjna first memory that is located gb ]n the disk controller; 
requesting the control data from the first memory; and 

transferring the control data from the first memory to a second memory, wherein the second 
memory is located on a test access port controller and the test access port controller is located on the 
disk controller. 

Claim 22. (Currently amended) A disk controller comprising: 
a first memory that stores disk controller control data; 
a test access port controller that communicates with the first memory; and 
a second memory that is located ©r in the test access port controller, 

wherein the test access port controller receives a request for the control data from a device that 
is external to the disk controller and transfers the control data from the first memory to the second 



memory. 




Application/Control Number: 10/686,151 
Art Unit: 2117 



Page 3 



Claim 29. (Currently amended) A disk controller comprising: 
first memory means for storing disk controller control data; 

test access port controller means for communicating with the first memory means : and 
second memory means that is located ©h in the test access port controller means, 
wherein the test access port controller means receives a request for the control data from a 
device that is external to the disk controller and transfers the control data from the first memory means to 
the second memory means. 

5. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention relates to integrated circuits, and more particularly, to using TAP controllers. 

The claimed invention (claim 14 as representative) recites features such as:"... storing disk 
controller control data in a first memory that is located in the disk controller; requesting the control data 
from the first memory; and transferring the control data from the first memory to a second memory, 
wherein the second memory is located on a test access port controller and the test access port controller 
is located on the disk controller.” 

The prior art of record (Gallup et al. US 6,085,275) teach that a data processing system (55) and method 
thereof includes one or more data processors (10). Data processor (10) is capable of performing both 
vector operations and scalar operations. Using a single microsequencer (22), data processor (10) is 
capable of executing both vector instructions and scalar instructions. Data processor (10) also has a 
memory circuit (14) capable of storing both vector operands and scalar operands (abstract, Gallup et al.). 
Szczepanek et al. (US 2003/0110344 Al) teach an improved communications system with a circuit 
having a plurality of communications ports capable of multispeed operation and operable in a first mode 
that includes address resolution and in a second mode that excludes address resolution is provided 
(abstract, Szczepanek et al.). 

Noguchi (US 2002/0062466 Al) teaches a semiconductor integrated circuit and a recording medium 
wherein the amount of test data inputted from and outputted to the outside to test a plurality of circuit 
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modules and the amount of test result data are reduced and a test time interval is shortened (abstract, 
Noguchi). 

The prior arts however do not teach storing disk controller control data in a first memory that is located in 
the disk controller; requesting the control data from the first memory; and transferring the control data 
from the first memory to a second memory, wherein the second memory is located on a test access port 
controller and the test access port controller is located on the disk controller. 

Hence, the prior arts of record do not anticipate nor render obvious the claimed invention. Thus, claim 14 
is allowable over the prior arts of record. Claims 15-21 are allowed because of the combination of 
additional limitations and the limitations listed above. 

• Claims 22 recites similar features as in claim 14. Thus, claim 22 is allowable over the prior arts of 

record. Claims 23-28 are allowed because of the combination of additional limitations and the 

limitations listed above. 

• Claims 29 recites similar features as in claim 14. Thus, claim 29 is allowable over the prior arts of 

record. Claims 30-35 are allowed because of the combination of additional limitations and the 

limitations listed above. 

• Thus, claims 14-35 are allowable over the prior arts of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to DIPAKKUMAR GANDHI whose telephone number is (571)272-3822. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor, 
Jacques Louis-Jacques can be reached on (571) 272-6962. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000 . 

/Cynthia Britt/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2117 

/Dipakkumar Gandhi/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 21 17 




